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AMERICAN STUDENTS ORGANIZE
Founding the National Student Association After World War II

“Remarkably informative and insightful”    James MacGregor Burns, Author, Roosevelt: Soldier of Freedom.. Pulitzer Prize winner



A LANDMARK BOOK

Fifty years ago…a message from our past as a beacon for today…

NNSSAA  CCrreeeedd,,  11995544::  “A world where there are differences without hate . . .”

■ Telling the stories of college student leaders
between two wars — World War II and the
Korean conflict — who advanced the cause of
student self government on the American college
campus,of broadening and enhancing educational
opportunity and of furthering the interests of
students on a national and global scale. These
students later combined a lifetime of civic
engagement with careers in business, education,
government, public life and the arts.

■ Putting a human face on an era—the only one of its
kind — in the words of more than 95 women and men writing
fifty years later about their experiences. The Anthology features
125 student leaders and thirty administrators and mentors in the
chronologies and issues of their times.

■ With a pre-World War II and War-time prologue —
linking past and present — the work presents the roles and relation-
ships of more than a dozen major political, religious and internation-
al student organizations, through the voices of some of their leaders.

■ Highlighting major issues of that period—International relations, the
UN and the Cold War. The historic role of Protestant and Catholic student groups.
Higher education and public policy. Student rights, academic freedom, the role of
woman and the college press. Human relations, segregation, discrimination and
fraternities. Student government and student leadership, intercollegiate networks.

■ Combining history and a “time capsule”—in 1244 pages of text and 
illustrations, including more than 3,000 images, in its close to 300 memoirs and
resource units and over 80 pictorial album units. The individual biographies and
the excerpts and clippings from more than 150 college newspapers and yearbooks
also provide a social history of that period.

How the GI Bill generation of
student leaders transformed
post-World War II student life



Contents: chronological and thematic

Extensively indexed and cross-referenced.

Its 39 sections are organized into a Prologue 
and six Parts:
Prologue to NSA: Student Organizations Before and During
World War II, p.1

Part 1. The Launching of the National Student Association.
Chronology of Events, 1946-1952, p.53

Part 2. Domestic Programs and Activities: Toward Equal
Rights and Opportunities, p.321

Part 3. International Activities: Searching for Paths to Peace,
p.499

Part 4. Other Student Voices Influencing NSA, p.695

Part 5. NSA’s Regional organizations: Creating
Intercollegiate Networks, p.815

Part 6. Epilogue: What Happened Later, p.1029

Appendix. Framing a Comprehensive Vision, p.1061

References, Afterword, Acknowledgment, Indexes, p.1099

The end of World War II marked the
beginning of a new era in American student
government and organization. Shortly after 
V-E day in 1945, the Washington Evergreen
at Washington State College in Pullman
published this remarkable photograph
celebrating war’s end. It concludes the
Anthology text on page 1066, recalling that
student generation’s vision of a world of
peace and justice.

“Every college and public library, every class concerned with public matters requires this book.”
Blanche Weisen Cook, University Distinguished Professor, John Jay College, City University of New York. Author: Eleanor Roosevelt, Vols. I & II

An invaluable resource for educators,
historians and student leaders

Organization: self-contained sections

Each section contains an overview and mini-table of contents,
making it thematically self-contained. Preceded by a pictorial
album, the sections contain uninterrupted text units followed
by resource and album units. While tied together by subject
and area of interest, none of the text units require reference to
pictorials and resource units in order to be complete. As a
consequence, there is deliberate redundancy throughout the
book, providing dates and spelled out acronyms, as required,
to make each memoir complete in itself.

“An absolutely indispensable reference work for anyone interested in what really happened in colleges
and universities during the post- World War II era . . .

“American Students Organize is a story book of almost magical dimensions. Anyone who starts reading it will be hard-
pressed to stop.It is a tale of a dazzling array of young men and womenand the differences they made in our society and
its quest for equality in America . 

“The great challenge of democracy is a challenge of civic engagement . . . More than any other organization over the
years. . . the National Student Association was the training ground for our civic leadership. This fine book tells how this
happened in wonderfully rich detail. All of us concerned with America democracy and its future can learn much from the
pages of this fine volume.”

Thomas Ehrlich, President Emeritus, Indiana University
Senior Scholar, Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching
Author: Civic Responsibility and Higher Education

1244 pages ◆ 0-275-99100-8 ◆ $135.00 For ordering information: nsachartrust@att.com. 845-246-2336
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“The war cost 300,000 American lives . . . In college, 1947 was the year of the veteran”
Karl Meyer, p. 138, University of Wisconsin 

Stories of student organization and leadership
between two wars


